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Points of View Reference Center is a full-text database providing a series of essays that present multiple
sides of a current issue or event. Using Points of View, students can realize and develop persuasive
arguments and essays, better understand controversial issues, and develop analytical thinking skills. This
tutorial will introduce you to key interface features as well as the product’s unique content.
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The first step is choosing a topic that interests you. To begin, you can either enter a keyword in the search box
or use the Browse by Category menu to locate articles by popular topic. Each category features a tree list of
three or more topics. Let’s begin by clicking Arctic Drilling under the Energy & Conservation category.




Arctic Drilling: An Overview
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The dispute over &rctic driling pits those who are in favor of
extracting petroleurn from the Arctic Mational Wildlife Refuge
[AMWR) against those who back the preservation of the
AMWER, as mandated by the United States government
decades ago, According to 2005 estimates, the reserves of
the AMWR could provide the United States with enough ol
to meet increased domestic needs for a single year.

Opponents of diling in the &rctic include  environmental
organizations such as Greenpeace, the US Fish and wildlife
Service, and the Mational Congress of &merican Indians,
which  represents  the  Gwich'in Athabascan  Indians.
Opponents stress that the termporary fix provided by a limited
supply of cil—currently estimated by the US Geological Survey
{USGES) at about 7.6 bilion barrels—would not justify the
negative environmental and cultural impacts of this process,
Unlike wearrn tropical emvironments, archic environments are
sensitive 1o disturbances and require tens to hundreds of
years to recover. Instead, opponents push for increased
research and  developrnent of renewable fuel  sources,
supporting better fuel efficiency standards, and mmandatory
lifestyle changes that wolld decrease ol dependence.

Those in favor of arctic driling include the aliance for Energy
and Economic Growth, Exxon Mobil and other petroleumn
companies, and the alaskan gowernment., Proponents of
driling justify the need for more domestic ol in light of
instakility 0 the Midde East, terrorism threats, and high
gasoline prices, They estimate that driling would generate
tens of thousands of new jobs and hilions of dollars in

revenue, thereby benefiting the economy,  Furthermmore,
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When a topic is selected, you are immediately brought to the Overview essay for that topic. All Points of View
essays are written by professionals and subject-matter experts. From here you can read the Overview article,
listen to the article using the Text-to-Speech feature, or use the Tools Menu to print, e-mail, save or export
the article. The Related Items sidebar allows you to navigate to the Point and Counterpoint essays, as well
as to the Guide to Critical Analysis, which can assist you with research for a position paper or debate.
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Before You Read This guide is intended to help vou evaluate the controversial topics provided in EBSCO Publishing's Points of Yiew Reference Center™, Using this analysis wil
is ou Read enhance your ability to read critically, develop vour own perspective on the issue of Arctic drilling, and write or debate an effective argument on the topic.
Judge Fact and Before You Read
DIRinion
FACTS e I a single sentence, state what you currently think i the controversy surrounding &rctic drilling,
ORTMIONS * On the opening screen, Browse by Category, click on "Energy & Conservation,” and then dlick on "arctic Driling, "
Exarmple 1. « igny the Result List of four recards on the Points of view tab that includes this guide.
Example 2! Each topic in Points of View Reference Center™ has three main Points of YWiew essays. While there may be many opinions on the issue, these essays are
. 53 designed to provide a base from which you may engage in further analysis:

warnple 3
Example 4.

The Overviesy provides general background information on the issue,
LOOKIMG DEEFPER.
INMTO ARCTIC

DRILLING « The Point essay presents one opinion on the issue in a persuasive position essay,

vOU DECIDE * The Counterpoint essay offers an alternative or opposite view of the issue,

DEBATE IT As You Read
Reading all three essayvs wil enable you to better understand the controversy, providing a foundation from which you can broaden yowr knowledoe of the
topic.

The Guide to Critical Analysis is a feature unique to Points of View. For each topic, the guide discusses key
criteria in understanding the issue, preparing you for further research on the subject. It also presents exercises to
improve critical thinking and debate skills. Next we will look at performing an advanced search for full-text
articles available in Points of View. Click on the logo to return to the home screen.
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From the home page, click the Advanced Search link below the Search box. Enter your keywords, then
limit your results by checking the Full Text box, setting a Publication Date range, and/or selecting a
Document Type. Click Search to display your results.
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From the Result List, you can further refine your results by Source Type, Subject, or Publication. Click the
title to view details about the article, or click the Full Text link to view the complete article. Don’t have time
to read it now? Sign In to your EBSCO account and click the Add to Folder icon to save the article to
your personal folder.
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Points of View offers additional features available from the home page, including the ability to browse current
event topics using the In the News carousel, or read the In the Spotlight article. In addition, research guides
available on the Reference Shelf can assist with note taking, writing a thesis statement, writing position papers,
or developing debate techniques.
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Points of View Reference Center

The Points of View Reference Center is an interface intended for public, academic, and high school
libraries. Points of Wiewis designed to assist researchers in understanding the full scope of
controversial subjects. High school and undergraduate students can use Points of View as a guide to
debating, developing arguments, writing position papers, and developing critical thinking skills. Each
Points of View Essay includes a series of questions and additional material to generate further
thought. Also included are thousands of supporting articles from the world's top political and societal
publications. The Points of View Debate Blog is a forum for students to express and exchange their
unigue views on topics in the news.

EBSCO Support Site

EBSCO's Support Site is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Our FAQ database, tutorials, and
user guides can provide answers to your technical questions.

EBSCO Customer Support Representatives are also available by phone and e-mail 24 hours a
day, Monday through Friday, as well as Saturday and Sunday from 3 a.m. to 5 p.m. (US EST).

How to Use Help

e YWhen the Help link appears, you can click the link and help for the screen you are on will
display.

e To view the entire Help System, click the Help link at the top right comer of the screen.
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To view the complete online Help system, click the Help link at the top right of the screen.
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